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Sulymania School (Takia) Mosque in Damascus:
Conservation of Old Stone Buildings

Imad Al-Din Utay Bashy
College of Architectural Engineering
University of Damascus

Abstract: Sulymania mosque. located at the centre of Damascus as part of an uban complex constituting the Sulymania
School (Takia), was built in 15357G on top of the ruins of an ancient ‘“Mamluky” Palace. Such important historical buildings
constitute a vital part of Syrian heritage and have become less solid and stable. Recently various techniques have been
developed which accurately gauge the condition of old structures with the aim of halting their deterioration and preserving
the building.

This paper will attempt a study of such techniques and the preparatory stages preceding the restoration work, including
surveying and documenting the building. An intensive study has been undertaken on the case study in question, the
Sulymania Mosque. including all the important stages of preservation and resolving the various problems associated with
such an urgently needed task.



