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Towards A New Technological Approach in Fine
Conservation & Restoration:
Revitalization Techniques of Al-Azhar Mosque Between
‘Tradition & Modernity
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Faculty of Applied Arts, Helwan University

Amr Farouk Elgohary
School of Architecture & Urban Design
High Institute of Engineering, 10th of Ramadan
& Dept. of Architecture
Ain Shams University

Cairo, Egypt

Abstract: It is known that the Islamic Civilization has produced many distinguished religious and civil
buildings. The Islamic Arl, in fact, combines aesthetic, materialistic, and organic values with Islamic philosophy
and Arabic though. Building materials of such buildings were mostly natural and simple like wood, stone,
plaster, and glass, which have the nature of being morlal and suspect to be affected by time and climate,
therefore they need many restoration and maintenance procedures.

The Egyptian Government is currently doing many Islamic restoration p-rojects. like Al-Azhar mosque (built in
the Fatimi period). Specialist researchers are putting new technological and acsthetic solutions to conserve the
old mosque.

Conservation and Restoration is, as a malter of fact, a real fine artistic process which requires a special high
sense of art and a high skill with the ability of sometimes. using Chemistry and Natural Sciences. This
architectural and structural process tries to retain as much of the original shape as possible, eliminating any
unneeded additions or unscientific methods like using materials that are not compatible with the original, which,
in turn, may cause damage to thc monument.

This paper discusses the scientific minimization of theoretical and professional studies to connect theory with
application, by knowing the historical and architectural properties of the monument then defining deterioration
rcasons and types of trealments in the conservation. renewal. maintenance, and revitalization process.



