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History and Context of Mosque:
Islamic Jurisprudence Related to its Design and Construction.

Mansour Abdulaziz Al-Jadeed
College of Architecture and Planning, King Saud University
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract: Although there is a rich text about mosques and their architecture in the old Islamic literature, but
unfortunately it is not fully considered by most Moslems in general and architects and planners as well as others
who are responsible of design and construction of mosques in particular. This study starts with the definition of
mosque and its boundaries, and gives a general background about mosques and their importance. It also
highlights some decisions “Ahkam” that are related to mosques and their erection. The study aims to review the
available literature for the general principles that should be taken into account by design and building
professionals. In this regard the sayings of “Allah” in the holy “Quran” and the teachings of his messenger peace
upon him in “Sunah” about mosques and their architecture and construction were investigated. Explanations of
both “Quran” and “Sunzh” by old and present Moslem scholars were also considered. The results of this study
show that there are at least five principles that should be considered and followed by architects, engineers and
planners as well as others who are in charge of construction, operation, and maintenance of mosques. Those five
principles were explained in detail and some examples were given.



