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Architectural and Technical Characteristics
of Fuwa City Mosques

Khaled Mohamed Azab
Rehabilitation Project of Sallah-ud-Din’s Walls, Al-Hayat Press
Cairo, Egypt

Abstract: Fuwa is considered the third most important city offering rich Islamic heritage after Cairo and
Rasheed in Egypt. Cairo mosques have been giveri duly studies during the last two centuries, but the study of
mosques in Rasheed and Fuwa shall yield an additional knowledge to mosque heritage studies in Egypt. Because
Fuwa’s mosques is considered the richest and most diversified, this study has concentrated in various locations
on emphasizing its artistic and architectural qualities compared to Rasheed’s mosques. In addition those
mosques in Rasheed are considered a mere echo to Fuwa’s mosques, although one may notice the presence of
superior qualities in Rasheed mosque architecture.

Fuwa is famous for its heritage of greater number of mosques, which are located along the nile path. Those are
Abul Najat Mosque, Al Numairi’s, Sha’ban’s, Al Qinnaie’s, Hassan Nasralla’s, Abul Makarem’s, Al Sibaa’s and
Al Omairi’s Mosques. The last is considered the oldest mosque in the city for it was built at the entry of Islam to
Egypt. Those mosques follow a local style with distinctive characteristics that distinguish it and that have been
derived from local environment and accumulated experiences. This research uncovers for the first time the
contribution of the above elements in mosque architecture.

This rescarch also identifies the role of the Judicial and Awkafs establishments in maintaining those mosques.
Moreover, the reader shall be able to build a mental image of the mosque architecture upon the identification of
the composing:-elements such as arches, mihrabs, minarets, gates, kuttabs, fountains, wooden and ceramic works.



