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The Characteristics of Islamic Arts
and Their Application in Architecture

Tahar Ledraa
College of Architecture, University of Baskrah
Baskarah, Algeria

Abstract: The paper focuses upon some aspects of Islamic arts and design. It begins by examining
the crisis of the current Islamic city, its urban and its architectural forms. It asserts that this crisis is
mainly due to the fact that our architectural forms do poorly respond to the needs and tastes of their
users. They do not express their cultural views nor their aspirations and desires. This failure on the
expression of oneself has led to a total rejection of such modern urban and architectural forms. It has
also created within the muslim population a sense of alienation and discomfort. The paper sets out to
analyze the beauty of Islamic works of art so as to explore and unravel their hidden characteristics as
well as the patterns of their aesthetics. It endeavors then to find out ways of expressing these patterns
and aesthetics in architectural design to have a favourable impact upon the users.

The analysis suggests that the adoption of a centralized plan together with some good proportions
governing the masses and the volumes with the right symbolism could lessen the severity of this crisis
and mitigate the ugliness of urban and architectural forms. As in Islamic Design, interlaced and
interpenetrated voids and spaces together with volumes and shapes of different forms are also
recommended in architectural design. This treatment of architectural space is expected to heighten
spatial density and its impact on people.



