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Design Criteria for daylighting in Mosques

Talal A. AL-Raddadi
College of Architecture and Planning
King Saud University
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract: Saving energy is not the only benefit for the application of daylighting strategies in buildings. Use of
daylighting has been found to have a positive influence on the psychological aspects of design and the functional aspect of
design [1,2]. View and penetration between interior and exterior are other benefits of daylighting apertures. The need for
daylighting increased in large interior spaces, where large number of people gathered such as mosques.

It is noticeable, that the design of windows and other openings in mosque interior are not appropriately designed. Most
windows were designed to provide a good pattern in facade.

The purpose of this study was to develop design criteria for introducing daylighting from side and top apertures of mosque.
The goal of those criteria is to improve quality and quantity of daylighting. This to be done by increasing the efficiency of
daylighting apertures, consequently saving energy and provide a good environment for the mosque to fulfill it’s mission.



