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Determination of Mosques’ Function Area in a

Contemporary Islamic City: Case Study of Dammam, Saudi Arabia.

Ahmed bin Jarallah Al-Jarallh, Fahad bin Nuwaiser Al-Harigi
Department of Urban and Regional Planning
King Faisal University, Dammam, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: Mosques are the Landmarks of Islamic cities and the meeting places of the Muslim communities.
Muslims are obliged to perform the prayer five times a day in congregation. They are encouraged to build
mosques, it is reported that the Prophet (Peace be up on Him) said “who ever build a mosque God will build a
house voluntarily undertaking their construction. In Islamic countries governments are departments, and even in
some countries ministries. are mainly assigned to look after mosques. However. it is observed that the length of
their service reduces differ from one area to on other in the contemporary Islamic city. This phenomenon
resulted in the uneven distribution of mosques.

The main goal of this paper is to define the length of service reduces of mosques in the contemporary Islamic
City. Dammam City, in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia is chosen as a case study. The study included a
filed survey to identify the existing length of service reduces of mosques, and a study of public attitudes towards
them. It is hoped that the study will contribute towards a belter understanding of mosques’ distribution in an
Islamic city.



