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Social and Urban Structure and Mosque Distribution in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia

Abdullah H. Al Khalifah
Department of Sociology, College of Social Sciences
Imam Mohammad Bin Saud Islamic University

Abstract: The aim of this research is to investigate the relationship between the distribution of
mosques and the socioeconomic and urban characteristics of Riyadh neighborhoods. A number of
concepts and their correlates- bearing on these relationships — in the sociology of religion, sociology
of organization and modernization school were reviewed. Based on this review, the hypothesis
anticipating the rate of mosques to vary inversely with socioeconomic variables indexing high
socioeconomic status and non-residential land uses’ variables, but vary positively with variables
reflecting social cohesion and integration and variables indexing low socioeconomic status.
Twenty-seven  independent variables were employed to tap the socioeconomic and ecological
characteristics of Riyadh’s neighborhoods. Various survey secondary data pertaining to sixty-five
neighborhoods were employed for the operationalization of the variables. Zero order correlation and
multiple regression were employed to test the research hypothesis. In general, the rate of mosques in
Riyadh is shown to vary positively with the size of Saudi population, median family income, persons
per room ratio, percent of residential units occupied by one person, but varies inversely with percent
of old houses, distance from the city center (Dearah neighborhood), size of males aged ten years and
over, percent of buildings utilized for agricultural purposes, percent of buildings utilized for industrial
purposes. The effects of other variables were not found to be statistically significant. In the light of
theses findings, number of recommendations were made to stress the religious and cultural
uniqueness of Saudi society, and to call for designing urban policies that regulate the manner in
which mosques ought to be uniformly distributed through out the neighborhoods, which can help
people perform their religious duties easily in one hand, and increase their social integration and
interaction on the other hand



