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Planning Criteria and Design Standards for
Mosques in the Islamic Cities

Ali Mahran Hesham
Public Authority for Housing Welfare
State of Kuwait

Abstract: Islamic has a great impact on the urban pattern of Muslim cities. Its impact is also evident on its philosophical
and conceptual planning and building processes, forming its elements and its urban composition, whether in form or content.
Thus, the mosque represents the Islamic urban fabric of the city, and serves as a center for spiritual enlightenment, functional
and beauty.

Architectural elements of mosque, such as the minaret, dome, walls, roads and open spaces, etc., have visual and
beauty dimensions in determining the hierarchy of spaces, footpaths, and the skyline. The architecture design of
mosques must incorporate vital interior components conducive to a functioning modern mosque. They include,
the entrances, doors, sahen and ruwaq, mehrab, men’s and women’s speces (haram), all important elements
which emphasize the multi purposes of the mosque and its cultural and social significance.

The main -objective of this study is to outline a set of planning criteria-and design standards for mosques in the Islamic City.
The paper is divided into three sections: (1) the main characteristics of the Mosques architecture in the Islamic Cities; (2) the
analytical and design factors of architectural elements in the Mosques; and (3) the criteria and standards of design for the
mosques. Finally, the study closes with a number of recommendations as well as guiding principles, particularly in urban
planning and architectural design of mosques in the Islamic Cities.



