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Mosques Locations and Land Values Analysis
in a Contemporary Islamic City

Abdullah H. Al Kadi and Ahmad J. Al Jara-Allah

Department of Urban & Regional Planning
College of Architecture and Planning, King Faisal University
Dammam, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract: The urban areas in Saudi Arabia faced a rapid growth rate that superseded the rate of growth in
urban areas in the developed as well as the developing countries. In Saudi Arabia the urban population increased
from 15% of the total population in 1950 to approximately 77% in 1993. This huge increase in the population of
the urban areas was associated with many problems, such as high demand on public facilities and infrastructure.
This unexpected demand on the public facilities and infrastructure affected the quality of those services at the
same time this rapid growth destroyed the character of many of our Islamic cities, which are recognized by
mosques.

In spite of the importance of mosques in Islamic cities and the many studies that dealt with the relationship
between public facilities and property values, the effect of the location of mosques on property values was not
thoroughly investigated. This study aims at analyzing the relationship between the location of mosques and land
values in Dammam City, Saudi Arabia. Using a GIS software (Arc info). The study produced a neighbourhood
map including all the city neighborhoods (found to be 33 neighbourhood).

Multiple linear regression was utilized in analyzing the effect of the location of mosques on property values. The
study found that the location of mosques plays the most important role in land values. Even though other
variables were considered in the analysis, the standard coefficient showed that the variable of the mosques was
the first. The results of this study give planners and decision-makers a strong indication to pay attention when
locating mosques in Islamic cities in order to make mosques accessible by all types of people in the
neighborhoods.



