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Functionalization in Islamic Architecture: Analytical Study
Of Functional and Esthetic Considerations in the Design of the
Courtyard and Abolution Fountain in Mosques

Ahmed A. Afifi
Department of Architecture, Helwan University
Cairo, Egypt

Abstract: The paper sheds light on architectural debate in which “orientalists™ have attempted to deny the link between
Islamic architecture and ““functionalism.”™ Using five different mosques in Egypt as case studies. the paper examines the
relationship between Islamic cleaning requirements and some elements of mosques architecture, in particular the courtyard
and the central fountain-ablutery, an essential element found at the center of many mosque courtyards. Emphasis is placed
on their functional, aesthetic and environmental aspects. These fountains reflect the importance of using water in Muslim’s
life. The research closes with a call for the consideration of such an architectural application of an Islamic prayer requirement
in the design and construction of new mosques.



