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Design Criteria for Mosques in Egypt

Mahmoud Hassan Nofal

Department of Architecture, College of Engineering, University of Asiot
; Asiot, Egypt

Abstract: The mosque is an Expression of the technical and material potentialities of the community more
than of the potentialities and ability of the individual, whether with extravagance or limitation in building. It is
also an indication of the latent capacity of the Muslim worker and the Muslim craftsman, who is committed to
improvement and perfection of performance, just as he is bound by Islamic values and teachings. The mosque is
equally a declaration of the in-depth architectural thinking of the Muslim architect, who is committed to Islamic
values and teachings, and who works in order that Allah observes his work, and His Apostle, and the Believers.
The substance here covers the community and the architect, so that the product may eventually be a structure,
which is a true expression of the community in which it was set up. From this perspective, the research discusses
the design criteria of the Mosque through two main points: firstly the right Islamic meanings under the
projection of Islamic Sunna; and, secondly, the scientific methods which are gained from the modern age. As an
attempt to put a design data for designing mosque, and the paper discusses the controversial issues about its
details like as: Prayer shape, person origin, openings, Minaret, ablutions places, toilets, Women places, Minbar,
Qibla and others.



