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Designing Mosques for Human Needs

AbdulAziz S. H. Al-Mogren

Collage of Architecture and Planning, King Saud University
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract: Mosques are considered to be the most prominent of all public facilities in Muslim society, since they are the
holy places where a servant meets his creature, Allah, five times a day. He the almighty Allah, has encouraged and promoted
—by all means- constructing and developing mosques and has ordered that their main function be go remembering Him and
praying for him only.

As contribution towards improving mosques’ design and construction, this study combines quantitative and qualitative
methods to document the existing conditions for both types of mosques (Local and Friday’s mosques) in the city of Riyadh,
and to understand how far they fulfill the physical, psychological, and spiritual needs and requirements of the prayers. A
questionnaire survey of 69 mosques yielded information about the general design functions and the construction conditions of
mosques.  Subsequently an-in-depth qualitative study was conducted involving interviews and observations of prayers
(participants) in their mosques which revealed a number of themes shared by many of them. Recommendations call for
improved comprehensive planning and design of religious facilities with a full deliberation to interior design as a respect to
the psychological and spiritual needs of prayers, involving coordination with all concerned agencies, private and government.



