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Mosque as an Islamic Institution
between Constants and Variables

Ali M. Sawi

Faculty of Engineering, Cairo University
Cairo, Egypt

Abstract: Mosque/Institution is the urban, architectural and spatial configuration of the comprehensive
Islamic vision which directs and controls Muslim’s life and activities on earth. and interprets the collective
imagination of cosm, creation and knowledge.

Therefore, (mosque/institution) is the embodiment of the collective dream and the spiritual aspects of the
Muslim community since it has been an organized institutional society in Madina after the immigration event (Al
Hedjrah). When the Prophet Muhammad establish the first genuine and  authentic model of the
mosque/institution.  Through this archetype, the main features and functions have been determined and
manifested in three aspects: worship, socio-cultural/communal and political/legislation aspect.

These features and functions of (mosque/institution) have been changed through the ages. We could punctuate
three stages or eras to determine and document these changes. Modernism is that event we consider as a pivotal
event globally and locally. In pre Modernism era (almost called traditional) continuity and consistency were the
main theme of the (mosque/institution) role. Through the Modern Movement in 19th and 20th centuries, this role
has been changed radically and decreased to merely, the worship aspect. Recently, in Post Modern era, many
trials and efforts have been achieved throughout the Muslim communities to revive that comprehensive role. In
this direction our paper belongs to. The study composed of three sections:

Firstly; An analytical theoretical approach for the religious buildings as a typology.
Secondly; Mosque/institution: immerge and evolution, an analytical study.
Thirdly; Mosque/institution. The Egyptian experience.

The research concludes by a number of guidelines that help reviving and revitalizing the role of the
(mosque/institution) as the core of the Muslim community life.



