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Aesthetic Elements in Mosque Architecture “The Minaret”

Ali Ali Hussein Alama’yrih

Department of Fine Arts, Applied Science University
Amman, Jordan

Abstract: The mosque and its architectural values represent a symbol for the relationship between every Muslim and His
Creator and his fellow Muslims. It is in fact a symbol for the whole Islamic Umma. Thus, studying the mosque and its
different aesthetic elements will continue until Allah Almighty inherits the Earth and all those living on it in the Day After.

Due to the diversity of aesthetic elements in mosques as a result of the multiplicity of forms, the variance of size and variety
of design, raw materials and building methods, this paper has been confined to studying the origin of the name of the
“minaret” and the reasons for its use. The paper also discusses the evolution and development of minarets throughout the
different Islamic eras until the present time. Italso includesa study about the visual implications of the square and spiral
minarets, and the impressions they give of permanence and steadiness in accordance with the studies conducted by architects,
psychologists and aestheticians. The study shows that such inspirations are derived from common elements such as form,

structure, height, color and raw materials.



