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Mosque Architecture in the Highlands
of Southwestern Saudi Arabia: Their Architectural Typologies
and their Influence by the Mosque of the Prophet (PBUH)

Mohammed Eben Abdullah Eben Saleh

Department of Architecture & Building Sciences, College of
Architecture & Planning, King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: The architectural typology of mosques attracted the attention of numerous specialists as a result
of its physical attributes as well as its role in giving an image for the intellectual and religious climate of the
society. The existence of mosque has stamped the Islamic believes by providing the necessary physical
environment, which cares about the psychological education for the members of Islamic society who practice
worshipping. The study of original typologies of mosques in the highlands of southwest Saudi Arabia and
pertinent artistic, decorative architectural and urban elements and the extent of influence of Prophet Mohammed
mosque in Al-Madinah is considered a significant and an essential matter in the mean time.

The contrast in architectural and urban typologies in the villages of the highlands of southwest Saudi Arabia
appeared as a result of historical development of residential, cultural and religious buildings. The mosque had
significant importance in the planning of residential quarters and the village but the continuous drawback in
understanding the local planning in the face of exotic intellectual waves had weakened that influence.

There is no escape from an outlook which invites the architects, planners and researchers in the field of
architecture and planning to carefully re-think of considering the architectural and urban heritage during the
planning and design of residential quarters and private and public buildings in the built environment. The matter
is not merely concentrated on survey for the aim of documentation of that rich heritage which is exposed to be
lost through time but rather the move towards its comprehension, understanding and perception of the meanings
hidden in its composition and form. From this point, comes the importance of the research which deals with the
analysis of the artistic, decorative architectural and urban typologies of the villages in the highlands of southwest
Saudi Arabia for the utilization of them and the reach for new and contemporary syntax in the face of invading

architectural and urban trends.



