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Mosque Architecture in Singaporé: The Old and the New

Abd Al-Hameed Ahmed Al-Biss

Department of Islamic Architecture
College of Engineering and Islamic Architecture
Umm Al Qura University
Makkah Almukarramah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract: Mosque architecture acquired a distinguished character in each era of the Islamic civilization. This is so
because architecture and art interacted with the local environment at each region where Islam spread, giving rise to a unique
character of the mosque form and interior design. In this way mosque architecture worldwide has become diverse, and varied
in each country according to the local conditions, the indigenous culture and traditions, as well as the local building materials.
Singapore is an Asian non-Muslim country with a Muslim population of over 16 percent of its inhabitants. Its ancient
mosques, some of which still exist today, have characteristic forms — partly transmitted from neighbouring Muslim countries.
As the Muslim population grows in number there is a definite need for new mosques to spread the Muslifn values. Modern
mosques have been constructed sometimes following the characteristic forms of old mosques while in other cases in totally
new directions. This research attempts to offer a descriptive survey of the form of mosque architecture in Singapore through
history and an evaluation of how the introduction of modern materials and contemporary construction methods has
influenced mosque architecture while preserving the old forms and character.
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