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Immutable and Mutable in the Architecture of the Two Holy Mosques:
Lessons Gained from their Development Throughout History

Mohammed Eben Abdullah Eben Saleh

Department of Architecture and Building Sciences,
College of Architecture and Planning, King Saud University
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: The meaning ol immutable religious rules are the rules that architects and planners must comply with during
the process of planning. design, or restoration of any project related to the Two Holy Mosques. On the other hand. mutable
rules are those that do not contradict with immutable religious rules which were set by Islam. In fact. the process of delining
the immutable and mutable may help to understand the subject ol continuity in heritage which has always been supported by
theoreticians of planning and architecture. It is so important to understand immutable rules that spring out ol the Islamic Law
along with changes that are imposed on us by the physical features of the place (geographic and climatic) and by industry
products of building materials, construction systems. and equipment. since this will serve the comfort of people who are
performing Haj, Umra, or the Visit to Makkah or Al-Madinah: Progressive technology always helps the user ol the
architectural space to cope with natural factors. Successul interaction between the immutable and the mutable may clarily to
us the shape and development of the architectural style typical of cach period of history ol the two Holy Mosques. the fact
that leads us to be carelul when judging architectural styles and the extraordinary technologics used in our time which we call
“Modernism™.



