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The Saudi Expansions of the Sacred
Mosque in Makkah and its Effect
on its Urban Surroundings

Mohammad Eben Abdullah Eben Saleh

Dept. of Architecture & Building Sciences,
College of Architecture & Planning, King Saud University
Riyvadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract: It is certain that Makkah has a special value in the sight of the Islamic World. It is the holy capital
towards  which millions of Muslims pray cveryday. and which millions of Muslims come to visit for Haj
(Pilgrimage) and Umra purposes. In fact. the Holy Mosque (Haram) in Makkah has undergone a series of
extensions.  additions. restorations  and  repair works  ever  since  the emergence ol Islam. Extensions have.
throughout history. differed in terms of size and importance.  This was because of natural reasons like intentions
and prioritics at each time. Many historians recorded the works they had seen in their times. Some of them tried
to analyze the results through the perspective ol their time. and despite the lact that these studies were ol their
own judgements. they were so valuable and gave us almost a clear picture about the works that were done. After
the establishment of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. when peace spread over the region. and with the great
improvements in  transportation  lacilities.  pilgrims’  number ol many nationalitics has signilicantly increased.
This caused the need to major extension works for the Holy Haram. its urban surroundings. and for all roads that
lcad to it coming from the sacred places and from other cities outside Makkah. It was in 1375 H. (1955 G.).
when King Saud started the [first Saudi extension by expropriating real estate propertics around the Haram and
Mas'a aiming to expand both of them with all streets that lead to them. The total square arca ol this extension
was 131.041 square meters allowing a space for 26.2082 worshippers.

The second Saudi extension in 1403 H. (1983 G.) was the extension of the Custodian ol The Two loly Mosques
King TFahad Ben Abdulaziz. who was blessed by adding a new building to the original mosque building in the
western  direction in  the area of the small market (Sug Al-saghir) between Al-Umra door and Al-Malek door. The
total square area of all floors of the added building was 76,000 squarc meters distributed on the ground floor, the
first floor. the basement. and the roof. which accommodate about 152,000 worshippers. Included in the extension
was the preparation of the areas surrounding the Haram to the cast of the Mas'a to be used for prayer. expanding
the courts in front of King Abdulaziz door. creating a court in [front of King Fahad door aller changing the
crossing road into a tunnel and dedicating the arcas only for pedestrians by climinating the underground
bathrooms and climinating the “metal bridges. and leveling the area to reach 42.000 square meters having 31.500
square meters of it for prayer usage surrounded by a bronze-made fences. By the completion of this second Saudi
extension the Haram became a lighting jewel where hundreds of millions of Muslims enjoy the comlort. peacc.
and the sense of unity despite their diversity of origin, color. and language.



