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The Sacred Mosque of Makkah: Its Establishment,
Extensions, and Effects on the Urban Surroundings
Before the Saudi Extensions

Mohammed Eben Abdullah Eben Saleh

Department of Architecture and Building Sciences,
College of Architecture and Planning, King Saud University
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract: The earliest recorded settlement in the holy city of Makkah goes back to the time of Prophet Ibrahim
(PBUH) when he brought his wife Hager and his son Ismail (peace be upon them) to a site near the place of The Holy Ka’aba
at the point where Zamzam spring had flown. After Prophet Ibrahim voiced around his call to Hajj, the place became the
heart-land for people and a focal point of peace and a cradle of Islam which had shone over the world afier the great opening
of makkah in the eighth year after Hijra.

Since then, the Holy Haram of Makkah underwent a series of developments and extensions. The range varied from time to
time according to the flourishing of the economy happening at each time and followed by an urban growth and development
in all aspects of life in the city. History tells us that the Haram was, in some ages, left without improvements when the city of
Makkah was in a still economy and some political instability.

Despite the fact that the history of Makkah dates back to many centuries, the building of the Holy Ka’aba by Ibrahim and his
son Ismail was, in fact, the obvious beginning of this holy city. After that, Qusay bin Kilab (the fourth grandfather of Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) held the power in Makkah, established the rules of stability around the Holy Ka’aba, and set the
beginning of the official law for this holy city. In the urban sense, the time of the Khalifa Omar bin Alkhattab is considered
as the beginning step of defining the urban parameter around the Holy Mosque, which, after that period, underwent a series
of extensions. These extensions, though, had always caused the urban areas to crawl towards the sides of valleys and on the
mountains.



