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The Two Holly Mosques:
An Introduction to their Growth and Expansion and their Influence
on their Urban Context Through History

Mohammed Eben Abdullah Eben Saleh

Department of Architecture and Building Sciences
College of Architecture and Planning, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract: Allah The All Mighty, has honored the Arab Peninsula by founding the two Holly Mosques in it.
In this bare and desert land. Prophet Ibrahim (PBUM) and his son Ismail (PBUH) laid the foundation of the
Holly Ka’ba in Makkah as the Qibla for all Muslims. In Al-Madinah Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) built his
Mosque, from which the Islamic teachings and guidance have spread to all parts of the world. In Jerusalem . the
Aqsa Mosque together with the two Holly Mosques in Makkah and Al-Madinah form the most sacred places for
all Muslims, and so deserved special attention and care. The Prophet (PBUH) and his Caliphs after him had set
the principles for caring after both the Holly Mosques in addition to the other Mosques, regarding their
management and expansion.

The objectives of this article is to open new avenues and horizons for the study of the architecture of the Two
Holly Mosques. Also to prepare a detailed scientific data base from original sources clearly documented for
reference to be used by researches interested in this field.



