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Mosques Architecture between Originality and Modernity

Jihad Awad
An-Najah University
Nablus, Palestine

Abstract: The mosque is considered as the clearer model in the muslims architecture that it is necessary to
follow some clear and well defined criteria when designing it. Historical mosques have followed those criteria.
despite their differences due to time. geographical location and cultural context variances. But unlike historical
mosques, those criteria are not being adhered to in modern mosques, so differences in those modern mosques are
seen even within limited localities.

The study and analysis of modern mosques in Palestine shows that those mosques do not follow the general
planning criteria that were adopted in Palestine’s historical mosques. and it does even show that there are no
historical = influences in the design of new mosques. Additionally, the swudy shows that the differences have
become evident in modern mosques and that the differences have become their prominent characteristic, in the
absence of a common language and common general aspects. This indicates individuality in planning and an
increase in the personal influence, be it that of the designer or that of a responsible authority. in the design. This
is in contrast to the case of historical mosques when they used to be designed according to clear rules that had
formed a methodology and a common language known to all concerned.

This research, in addition to identifying the characteristics of mosques in Palestine. looks at a number of modern
and old mosques in Palestine and compare their design ideas with the general mosques’ design criteria. It does
also consider some of the differences that arc seen between 1948 Palestine’s mosques on the one hand. and
those of the West Bank on the other.



