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Mosques in Saudi Cities between the Existing and the Desired

Saad Bin Saiid Thaqfan
Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract: The mosque is considered as the most important element in the Islamic city. And as such. it should
be fully investigated, researched and studied. The first section of this research dealt with the mosque in the
Islamic city and its importance and its role in shaping the Islamic city, starting with the first mosque in Islam and
passing through the cities established during the Islamic conquest.

Then the types of mosques and their categorization® development, according to the development of the Islamic
cities in terms of size and population and where central, local and other types of mosques had appeared. were
tackled. This research shed the light then on the multiplicity of roles the mosque used to play. whether they were
political. military, ecconomic educational. cultural, and information dissemination role. and the development of
these roles throughout the Islamic history. The section concludes with a study of the role of the mosque in the
urban framework of the Islamic city. :

The second section of this rescarch dealt with the mosque in the Saudi city. where the position of the mosque, be
it in the traditional settlement or the transitional environment or the current modern settings. has been valued. A
comparative analysis of the mosque’s expected role has been conducted. It clearly showed that the role of the
mosque in the traditional settlement had been fulfilled in a better fashion than in the transitional cnvironment and
which is. in turn. better still than the current modern situation. The research focused then on the current planning
criteria used in mosques related issues where the negative sides and the deficiencies had been exposed. The
research had then looked at the mechanism of mosques affairs’ management. from the planning, location
determination. construction. financing, operation and maintenance point of view, in order to determine its
effectiveness and its response to the effort of mosques construction and location determination. This section
concluded with the determination of the major problems and deficient sides.

The last section in this research focused on drawing the framework of the future work. relating to mosques
building, and according to a proper basis where a planning idea based on giving a central role to the mosque in
the neighbourhood is proposed. in contrast to the current imported ideas. The criteria and the supporting basis for
the proposed ideas are presented. A new categorization of mosques. based on the location of the mosque in the
.~ urban  setting . and on the roles that the mosque can play, is proposed without neglecting the functional
categorization which divides mosques between local and Friday mosques. Then. convenient ways to support the
roles of the mosque in a simple way is proposed. Then research concludes with presenting some important
recommendations.



