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The Role of the Mosque in Defining the Urban Fabric and in Underlining
the Identity of the Contemporary Islamic City

Fahad Bin Nwisser Al-Harigi
Facully of Architecture and Planning, King Faisal University
Dammam, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This research aims at emphasizing the role of the mosque in the formation of the urban fabric and
at underlining the identity of the islamic city through the comprehension of the religious purposes of mosques,
and then at preparing the urban environment in order to fulfill that role. This study encompasses discussing the
characteristic of totality in Islam and its applications in designing the environment, and it reviews the religious
role of mosques, and then discusses the role of mosques in determining the urban form of Al-Madinah Al-
Mounawarah. Last, the study discusses the results obtained from ways of applying religious aims in the modern
environment, and the way to benefit from the model of Al-Madinah Al-Mounawarah.



