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Spatial Configuration Influence on Mosque
Relationship with the Urban Built Environment

Sadik Ahmed Sadik Saad
Department of Architecture, College of Engineering
Zagazig University, Banha Branch
Cairo, Egypt

Abstract : The way our urban fabric is formed reflects, clearly, social and cultural changes in our modern Arab
and Muslim societies. These changes, which mostly are affected by western influences, have affected,
negatively, some major aspect in these socicties. One of these changes was the rule played by the mosque in
Muslim  society.

Does the spatial isolation or the separation of the mosque from its urban context, as a normal reflection to open
orders used in our “modern” cities, help in giving the mosques a better place in the heart of the Muslim
communities, as it was in the past? Or does that isolation or separation lead to isolate the activities of the mosque
from its environment as such as its urban context?

In order to answer this question it was important to dive deeply beyond urban function and form to understand
their symbolic meanings and their design language elements, with their reflection on the community activities.
The morphological approach helped establishing ecriteria, qualitatively, which are used in better understanding of
urban forms, spatial composition and urban orders. It was clearly seen that the open orders -as urban models
used, widely, in most of our “modern” cities play a negative rule by helping isolating the mosques from their
own environment. The closed order, on the other hand, does strengthen the relationship between the mosque and
its environment functionally, socially, economically and esthetically.



