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Applying Urban Design to Prevent Crime in Residential Areas
A Case Study of the Contemporary Neighborhoods in Riyadh

The problem of crime increases in large cities, due to the expansion of the residential
neighborhoods and the growth of the population, as well as the increase in the economic
activities, which is usually accompanied with weakness in the traditional social relationship
concepts. Riyadh’s urban limit has expanded simultaneously with its contemporary residential
areas during the last two decades. The design and planning of these neighborhoods were
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executed differently from the traditional pattern. Punishment, rehabilitation, and preventive
means have been applied to limit crime and spread security in urban areas. Despite that, the
design and planning method of residential areas plays an essential and active role in
strengthening the social relation among residents. It also gives them a feeling of security, and
allows them to participate in reducing the potential of criminal activities and increasing the
level of security within their neighborhoods. Therefore, the aim of this paper is: first, to
discuss the role of urban design in increasing the level of security in residential neighborhoods.
Second, to present the most important and effective criteria for improving the residential
environment and reducing crime opportunity in residential areas. Third, to evaluate the
application level of these criteria in a number of Riyadh’s contemporary residential
neighborhoods, in order to determine the insufficiency in their design and planning in relation
to the security issue. The study shows that the application of many design criteria, which play a
role to reduce crime, have been ignored in most of Riyadh’s contemporary neighborhoods. It
also shows that reapplying one criterion, via changing through-traffic streets to dead-end
streets in Al-Nuzha neighborhood, creates noticeable improvement. This clearly indicates the
possibility to make sizable positive alterations to improve the contemporary residential
neighborhoods.

Key words: Riyadh, urbanization, neighborhood, dwelling, security, crime, patterns, criteria.
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