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Defining Spatial Patterns: An Approach for Landscape Architecture Designs of the
Cities’ Public Open Spaces (The Case of Hail University Campus City)

Mohammed M. Al-Abdullah

College of Architecture and Planning, University of Dammam

(Received 24/2/1431H.; accepted for publication 20/5/1431H.)

Abstract. Numerous of open public spaces are scattered throughout the fabric of Arab cities; the dominant feature of these spaces is the lack
of clear identity that integrate them as a series of “Landscape Architecture Designs”. This series should exist to result a positive impact
towards providing an appropriate humanitarian environment, which is the major goal of creating the urban cities.

Those spaces repeatedly had been miss-intended in regards of formulating the design identity. Those spaces unlikely had been
designed by non-landscape architects, who treated those spaces as vacant lands need to be filled with any physical feature, just to fill that
void. This had taken place without looking at or thinking of the design philosophy that can produce design identity.

Furthermore, this action did not consider the spatial formations which expect to respect the humanitarian dimensions to meet the
requirements of the occupants. This has led to the thinking and questioning of how to determine the design identity. Is there a pattern or set
of patterns that can express that identity?

To answer these questions, a methodology has been followed throughout conducting literature reviews. In order to identify the basic
requirements for the landscape architecture design considerations in regards of the open spaces within cities, these requirements that had
been applied in a case study of this research which is Hail University Campus.

Finally, the descriptive analysis of the landscape architecture designs of that university campus has led to conclude and identify the
identity of spatial patterns, towards the formation of the public open spaces within the city to become a place with a clear and functional
design identity.
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