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The Story of a Place vs. the Place of a Story:
Revisiting the Topography of Cities

Mustapha Ben Hamouche
Department of Civil & Architectural Engineering,
College of Engineering, University of Bahrain

(Received 1/3/1430H.; accepted for publication 4/4/1431H.)

Abstract. The paper presents a field of science in Arabic culture known as khitat, that is the topography of cities. It focuses on the study of
cities as a physical entity that contained historical events, personalities and social communities. The concept was in its early time used by Al-
Tabari in the description of Kufa as an urban planning unit and then by Al-Magqrizi in his description of Cairo to connote the concept of a
residential quarter. The study considers the concept as a symbiosis between two other major fields of human sciences that are history and
geography. Khitat is, thus, a field that concerns the place of a story as well as the story of a place. The study aims at: (1) reconsidering the
concept in the urban literature, (2) highlighting an important area of the Muslim written heritage, and (3) inaugurating a new area of urban
studies that bridges the gap between geography and history.
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