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Abstract: Saudi Arabia is full of diverse natural and heritage resources that provide good opportunities for
promoting tourism as a driver for economic, social and cultural developments. There are commendable governmental
plans and steps towards revitalizing different types of local tourism, but the negative impacts on natural
resources as a result is something that must be highly considered. Due to the significant deterioration that natural
touristic areas in Saudi Arabia are suffering, this paper aims to propose a planning methodology for the local tourist
accommodation sites through the application of such methodology on a proposed site in the area of Al-Hada in
Al-Taif province which is located on the western highlands of SA. First, literatures of sustainable tourism, Ecolodge
design standards and some examples of sustainable projects are all reviewed. Then the proposed design methodology
is explained. Finally, the paper is concluded with recommendations about the importance of applying environmental
regulations and methodologies for planning, designing, operating and maintaining local tourist accommodation
facilities in addition to stimulating the environmental investment and the imposition of sanctions on whatever

threatens the environment in order to move towards the development of sustainable tourism in Saudi Arabia.

Key words: Planning Model, Tourism, Sustainable, Ecolodge, Tourist Accommodation, Design model, Environment,
Heritage, Taif, Hada, Saudi Arabia.
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