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Abstract. The terminology of environmental equality and sustainable development for heritage area has been established in many countries
around the world. The sensitivity of the current eco-system of Wadi Hanifa - Riyadh, has pushed the government to prepare development
plans for their heritage area. This research discusses the range of urban plans of developmental housing and their spatial environmental
contextual frameworks. Moreover, the paper concentrates on heritage area development within their regional context, and raises questions
such as whether these heritage areas exert influence throughout the national sustainable development system in Riyadh Region?

Wadi Hanifa has significant and promising heritage areas with the potentiality for sustainable urban development, such as natural resources
of geomorphology and variable ranging from floodways. This natural environmental factors formulating the characteristics of Wadi Hanifa
and reflect the principles of development, which are adapted with these factors. The research aims at achieving urban environmental
adaptation; Therefore, it needs to establish ecological systems to support the goals of Saudi Arabia concern of sustainable development.

This research consists of two basic stages; First, a theoretical approach investigated to achieve sustainable urban development in the heritage
area, Second, case study of prototype of (Al Dir'iyah -Wadi Hanifa). The research includes indicators of urban assessment to improve the
performance of Urban growth on Natural Characteristics of Wadi Hanifa and applied techniques for a review of urban development to
achieve a sustainable environment of new developmental housing within its urban heritage. This research will examine the potentials natural,
environmental and cultural resources of (Al Dir'iyah -Wadi Hanifa) by applying the descriptive approach and analyzing the surveys,
interviews and data collection results. Therefore it will achieve the goals of Saudi Arabian’s strategy of the environmental sustainable
development, and Urban Adaptation of Developmental housing in heritage area.
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