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Abstract. Privacy is one of the most important considerations that relate to the architectural and urban environments, and thus makes it
extremely influential on the design and use of buildings and their surroundings. Despite the importance of privacy in the Arab and Islamic
culture, comprehensive studies on it are remarkably scarce.

The goal of this study is to collect all the printed references that addressed privacy in Arabic, in order to conduct a comprehensive
review according to the (5Ws+H) approach. More than sixty references were reviewed and analyzed for that purpose.

The review of privacy showed what privacy was, who the people concerned with it were, why people needed it, how they achieved it,
where they needed it, and when.

The review showed also that addressing privacy comprehensively in the Arabic culture is slow, compared to the Western culture, despite
its crucial importance in the Arab and Islamic culture.

The review concludes with results and discussion, in addition to some future recommendations encouraging the multi-disciplinary
studies on privacy, in order to create a homogenous view to help achieving the goals of individuals within the society.



