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A Study of the Phenomenon of the Declining of Students’ GPA in
Architecture and Building Sciences Department,
King Saud University

Abdulrahman Abdullah Al-Tassan
Assistant Professor in Architecture and Building Sciences Department,
King Saud University
P.O.Box 47448, Riyadh 11574
e-mail: tassan@ksu.edu.sa
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Abstract. Grade point average (GPA) has been considered as a tool for measuring
students' efficiency in extracting information and gaining knowledge throughout
different educational levels, including the university. That because, GPA represents a
simple and quick digital tool- but not necessarily accurate- for evaluating students in
various subjects throughout academic levels. The importance of such an evaluation
system stems from the fact that it shapes students’ future if it is considered as the only
criterion in the evaluation process as it the case of public employing systems and the
admission for graduate schools.

The declining GPA for any department indicates either a different evaluating
scale which need definitely for correction before comparing it to others, or a defect in
the educational system in that department. Students' GPA in Architecture and Building
Sciences Department may seem relatively low comparing to other departments in the
university; therefore, the study attempted to understand the phenomena of the declining
of students'’ GPA in Architecture and Building Sciences Department, King Saud
University, and determine either the phenomenon is a result of adopting different
evaluation scale or represents a problem in the department in order to enhance the
educational system.

The study adopted the quantitative and qualitative approaches through collecting
and analyzing statistics about students’ GPA and numbers besides in-depth interviews
with administrators, faculty members, and students who are the human agents in the
educational system in order to reveal the real problem and recommend solutions. The
study concluded that the phenomenon represents a problem the causes of which are of
administrative and social aspects and the main solution for each aspect were proposed.



