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The Elements of Built Form and Surrounding of Villages
in the Highlands of South-Western Saudi Arabia

Through a Century as A Sourcs of Image

Mohammed Eben Abdullah Eben Saleh

Professor, Department of Architecture and Building Sciences
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(Received 7/5/1419; accepted for publication 13/11/1419)

Abstract. Traditional architecture continues to be a source of inspiration and an element of identity for most
societies. It is an accumulation of continuous communal evaluation of original and creative achievements.
So, the villages of the Sarawat highlands of southwest Saudi Arabia, like other settlements worldwide, posses
physical elements that enhance their schemata. The study of these physical forms indicates that their role as
an image motivator is effective in identifying the built and surrounding environment of these villages.

Several elements within the villages and their surroundings are considered effective as they are
distinguished by considerable height and monumentality. The physical transformation includes changes in
the function and the form of these elements which are being replaced by other structures of similar status. As
a result of stopping the erection of traditional structures with traditional techniques, the existence of new
elements started to emerge and replace the old image. It can be said that the need for such structures for
image purposes is required. The traditional structures had and still have a distinctive role in facilitating the
identification of places in the built environment as well as the surrounding areas of these villages. As a result
of stopping the erection of such traditional structures in the newly built residential quarters, in addition to the
similar ot its architectural characters and urban patterns in their planning and design schemata, the erection of
distinctive elements to enhance the possibility of getting new schemata in those newly built environments is
necessary. Thus, the role of such structures in creating identity for the place inevitable.

The study asserts the legitimacy of introducing distinctive elements to facilitate the identification of
the place. The research discusses the reasons behind the emergence of such structures in the villages of the
highlands of Southwest Saudi Arabia, their environmental cognition of the built and surrounding
environment.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



