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Abstract. Villages, towns and wilderness of the Arabian Peninsula in the traditional era (before the
establishment of Saudi Arabia in 1932) were characterized by prominent physical structures which were built
for highly practical purposes. These include road and sacred place markers, warning and defense towers,
ramparts and fortified gates as well as minarets. After the establishment of Saudi Arabia and the spread of
security by the force of government, the structures which were built to support warning and defense of human
properties were discontinued from production. Other structures in the form of landmarks emerged and
continued till present time. The domain of a physical structure flourished as a result of dynamic cultural,
political and ritualistic influences.

This study identifies and classifies the many kinds of prominent physical structures in presentday
Saudi Arabia. It identifies the forces behind their initiation, transformation and evolution, and it attempts to
supplement scholarship in the fields of architecture, urban design, and planning with regard to their role as
structuring elements in the built environment and barren landscape. The investigation argues that prominent
physical structures were found to physically organize the urban and architectural forms in a way to serve
practical functions of surveillance, orientation and practice of rituals. They participate in setting up
meaningful schemata which influence the human behavior as a cultural process.

Introduction

The traditional settlements and landscapes of the Arabian Peninsula are distinguished by
rich regional traditions in the form of physical structures which act as domains that
control the arrangement of physical environment: visually and symbolically. These
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