
J. King Saud Univ., Vol. 8, Arch. &  Planning, pp.1944 (A.H. 1416/1996)

New Towns in National and Regional Development: Lessons from
Jubail Industrial City in Saudi Arabia

Umar G. Benna
C o l l e g e  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  P l a n n i n g ,  K i n g  F a i s a l  U n i v e r s i t y ,

D a m m a m ,  3 1 4 5 1 ,  Saudi  A r a b i a

(Received on W/1414;  accepted for publication on 15/8/1416)

Abstract. New towns have been used as iastruments  for achieving national development policy goals as well as
for achieving more.  specific regional and urbaa development objectives. However, recent studies on new towns
have failed to give adequate emphasis to the multiple goals they can be planned to achieve. To redress this
neglect, the role  of Jubail Industrial City in Saudi Arabia’s development is discussed in this paper using many
variables including the degree  of achievements of related national.  regional and local planning goals and
objectives, its planning and management styles, its achievements so far, as well as the types of problems and
challenges it faces.

Introduction

Many studies have shown how the planning of new towns has been used as an instrument
for achieving national development policy goals as well as for achieving more specific
regional and urban development objectives [l-3].  However recent studies on new towns
have failed to give adequate emphasis to the multiple goals they can be planned to
achieve [4-71.  The use of new towns as development and planning instruments to achieve
multiple goals are illustrated by one of the latest generation of new towns in a key
OPEC-member country, other possible examples are .Ciudad  (Venezuela), Abuja
(Nigeria) and Ras Lanouf (Libya). The role of Jubail Industrial City in Saudi Arabia’s
development is discussed in this paper using many variables including the degree of
achievements of related national, regional and local planning goals and objectives, its
planning and management styles, its achievements so far, as well as the types of problems
and challenges it faces.
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