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Abstract. The article highlights the key objectives for architectural education both for the present and in
the future in universities of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The main premise is that professional practice
in research based universities should include knowledge and skills drawn from both theory and practice
in the field.

The Saudi society is committed towards maintaining its tradition, and high cultural and moral values.
However, new technologies are to be accommodated with traditions and traditional patterns of living.
Besides, a sense of continuity is required to be maintained with the architectural heritage of the past.
These concerns present new challenges to Saudi architects in shaping the contemporary habitational envi-
ronment which is appropriate to the Kingdom’s traditions and relevant to its future. Therefore, the impli-
cations of the traditional values, knowledge and skills are significant for professional education. The arti-
cle presents fundamental goals and objectives of such educational programs.

Introduction
The topic I was asked to discuss, “the future of architectural education,” may be
approached from several perspectives. If we were designing research to examine this
topic systematically, we might develop a cause/effect model where characteristics of
the profession and the academic field of architecture constituting the internal forces
effecting change would be assessed with the social and technological trends that may
be shaping the external environment for education and practice. But consideration of
the elements of such a comprehensive approach is beyond the scope of this paper and
so, instead, I would like to adopt a more polemic approach that would draw upon the
short, intense introduction to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that my colleagues and
I have experienced over the past several days. In this way, I can present what I
believe should be the key objectives for architectural education . . . both now and in
the future.

*A revised and expanded version of remarks presented in a symposium at the College of Architecture and Planning, King
Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on 10 May, 1992.
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