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Sustainability in Education: Investigating the quality
of teaching Urban Planning

A Comparison between Urban Planning Department,
King Saud University and the British Experience

Dr. Abdualelah M. Al-Mayouf Eng. Fahad D. ALedeilah
Assistant Professor Teaching Assistant
Urban Planning Department, Urban Planning Department,
King Saud University King Saud University
hhmayouf@ksu.edu.sa faledeilah@ksu.edu.sa
Abstract

Many institutions of the higher education tend to introduce periodic amendments in
their academic programmes in response to the requirements of national development
objectives. Urban planning programmes like others receive such revisions, because
this subject is greatly associated with people life and the places in which they live.
Urban planning can address many issues of significance to people as well as to deal
with the problems of urban development and policies, when qualified graduate plan-
ners are available. They can demonstrate capability in developing appropriate solu-
tions and understanding of the driving forces of urban change. This paper will pro-
vide an overview of the importance and value of sustainability in education, and its
fundamental role in the preparation of qualified graduates who can contribute to the
progress and publicity of knowledge. Qualified planning graduates can also provide
communities with specialised expertise with respect to development issues. For the
purpose of exploreing the methods of urban planning teaching, the paper will present
a background on the history of teaching planning. It will then provide a description
of the curriculum of the Urban Planning Department in King Saud University in
order to compare it with the British model in this regard. The existence of some com-
mon elements between the two experiences has helped to identify the current defi-
ciencies in the process of teaching urban planning at King Saud University. Finally,
this paper will put forward some important recommendations that can be taken into
account within the framework of the educational process, in order to achieve quality
improvement regarding how to teach this subject.
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