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Abstract

According to the challenges and variables facing the 21% century City, the issue of
sustainability become one of the top priorities in most urban planning practices. This
research assume that the recent traditional planning methods and tools which are rigid
and lack flexibility needs to be substituted, and it is time to fetch for a more adaptable
method to overcome the deficiencies of rigid plans. The significance of the research
comes from the lack of a powerful and flexible tool to overcome the problems and
deficiencies facing the City in the 21st. The evolution of planning tools through the
20™ century proved that the planning process should encompass a sense of durability
and recyclability which does not fulfilled by fixed development guidelines in traditional
plans. In that sense the research discusses and illustrates an adaptable open ended
framework called ‘“‘sustainable planning” aiming to fill the gaps between different
scales and specializations and to overcome the deficiencies raised in recent planning
tools. The research starts by defining the values of sustainability appeared in traditional
planning before the industrial revolution, tracing the anti sustainability trends in recent
planning practices. Comparing the sustainability values appeared in new trends such
as smart growth, new urbanism and strategic planning, figuring out the impact and
benefits of newly introduced techniques. And finally it draws and determines some
principles to overcome the problem.
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