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Natural Disasters and Urban Sustainability:
Case Study of Some Urban Basins of Moulouya
River in Eastern Morocco

Professor Mohamed Azhar
Vice-Dean, College of Arts and Humanities
Hassan the Second Mohamadia University

Casa Blanca, Morocco
e.mail: zhar mohamed@hotmail.com

Abstract

Morocco has recently experienced succesive periods of heavy rains, especially in the
east regions. This situation has caused inormous driftages, torrents as well as great
humain and agricultural losses.

The catastrophe has been agravated by the presenceof residentiel buildings along the
borders of rivers.

The urban bassin of Moulouya river witch groups the cities of Missour, Outat El Haj
and Guercif, illustrates this case.

Our presentation will study this case and respond to some quastions related to the
complexity of this region in terms of geological structure and climatic conditions.
-Aim : study the impacts of natural impluses of floods on the residential aears.

- Method : a statistic study of climatic data and the impacts of overflowing rivers ;
visual aids will be used to demonstrate these effects.

- Field study of the outcome of natural disasters during last otober 2008

- The mechanisms of coming to grips with natural catastrophes.

Conclusion : suggesting ways to limit riskes and dangers caused by floods and natural
catastrophes making local populations and authorities more conscious about these
risks and dangers.
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