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Sustainability in Conservation and Revitalization
Initiatives of Cultural Heritage

A Case Study of the Development of Al-Darb
Al-Ahmar community in Historic Cairo

Dr. Nahed A. Omran

Dr.nahedomran@yahoo.com

Abstract:

Conserving cultural heritage resources is considered a very important issue, as all
such significant resources formulate an important part of the nations memory. The
term conservation has been developed during the past few decades from the mere
preservation of prominent buildings to a more sophisticated and integrated approach
which includes complete urban settings as well as its local communities, thus, it
became very important to analyze case studies of conserving and developing historic
areas, especially with low income communities, which have relied on recreating the
equilibrium between historic values of the place and its developmental requirements
This research focuses on the presentation and evaluation of one of the ongoing
development case studies in Al Darb Al Ahmar district in the inner historic city of
Cairo. Aga Khan for Cultural Services started a comprehensive program to renovate
and develop Al Darb Al Ahmar district that started during (2000 — 2003) with a
strategy of an integrated local development that aims at upgrading level of residential
buildings from one side and overall community social and economic development
from the other side, both leading to a comprehensive development of the area. It also
focuses on adopting participation as a tool that assure the continuity of the project.
This participation has been applied in this case study to the local community as well
as other institutions in many programs such as increasing employment opportunities,
upgrading basic social services and housing rehabilitation.

The main purpose of this research is to evaluate the case study which has focused on
the revitalization of heritage assets as well as reviving the cultural values through a
sustainable development program of Al Darb Al Ahmar community. At the end of this
research , some results were concluded concerning the importance of the sustainable
development initiatives of historic areas with cultural significance and the required
activities which could be included in order to improve the physical content as well as
the other socio-economic aspects in a sustained manner.

Awdﬂ|aub—hzm‘3s)wl@ls

YYY





