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Woman’s Prayer Areas in Mosques

Jahed M. Tarim
Department of Architecture, College of Environmental Design
King Abdulaziz Univesity
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract: Prophet Mohammed (Peace be upon him) said that Muslim women should not be prohibited from going to
mosques. From this point and from the teaching of Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon him) that women should not be
prohibited from going to mosques to worship and supplicate to Allah. Mosques were and still are visited frequently by
women for prayers and supplication in accordance with the teaching of Islam and in accordance with the rules imposed by
Prophet Mohammed and followed by the Sahaba (Prophet Mohammed’s followers) and their followers.

Never the less, when it is looked upon the history of Islamic architecture in general and the construction of mosques
throughout the previous centuries in various Islamic countries (from the east to the west), no one could find any section of the
mosque that was assigned for women to pray. This was the case although these mosques were greatly constructed and
lavishly decorated.

In this paper, we are going to discuss women’s prayer areas in mosques and to prove that this matter was newly done in the
recent history.

This subject is going to be discussed as follows:

The review of all the correct sayings of Prophet Mohammed (Peace be upon him) regarding this issue with their
explanations to illustrate the Islamic teaching and the general principles of how to visit the mosques by women.
The historical described preview of selected mosques in the Islamic world throughout various centuries and
from different countries (from the east to the west) to make sure that the hypothesis of none existence of

women’s praying areas in the mosques is true.

The attempt to point out the period in which the assignment of women’s praying areas started and the caused of
their appearance.

The possible breaking of the Islamic laws that may appear from assigning places for women to pray in the
giving factual examples.

The paper will end by giving recommendations according to the research findings.



