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Mosques Alterations: Modifications and Solutions
as Required by Worshipers

Mahmoud Mohamed Idris & Ali S. O. Bahammam
College of Architecture and Planning, King Saud University
Riyadh, Kingdom Saudi Arabia.

Abstract: Alterations and additions of existing mosques are signs that reflect the actual needs of prayers.
They indicate the users” dissatisfaction with the quality of the designed space in terms of its function and
environmental requirements, or lack of new function or elements not envisaged during the design stage.

For this purpose a field survey, usinga questionnaire, was carried out among a random sample of mosques in
Riyadh. The survey reveals that variety of alterations and additions were made without through study of the
existing design or test of the possible alternative solutions.

A post-occupancy evaluation is always needed to provide the necessary data: to assess the users (prayers) needs
and to correct the wrong- methods and means common in implementing alterations. Also it is important to

establish the actual requirements of the contemporary mosque, and to revise the existing planning and design
criteria to cope with the future needs.



