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Review Article

Architecture of The Diaspora

Toward a New Urban Policy to Evoke Nostalgia and Strengthen
Identity in Palestinian Refugee Camps
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Abstract. The Palestinian camps emerged in 1948 as a result of the Nakba. Since that time they have grown
and developed according to urban policies based on “permanent temporary” strategy in order to keep them
as political witnesses of the crime of uprooting Palestinians from their own villages and cities. The research
underscores the problem of the threat of current applied urban policies in refugee camps on identity and na-
tional goals. The aim of the research is to propose a design model that goes beyond the negative side of the
applied permanent temporary strategy by proposing the concept of Diaspora architecture to strengthen at-
tachment and fostering refugees’ nostalgic feeling toward their original places. The aim is achieved through
descriptive analysis methodology that comprises three themes. First, concepts of nostalgia and identity and
their correlation with Diaspora architecture, and the impact of nostalgia in shaping urban environment in
refugee camps. Second, discussing of the dilemma of developing the camps versus keeping nostalgic to the
origins, Third, proposing an indicative model that can serve designers and planners to activate and apply the
concept of the Diaspora architecture as a key solution of the political dilemma.

Key words: Nostalgia, Identity, Diaspora architecture.



