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Abstract. This paper highlights efforts, and explores teaching methods, employed in different design proj-
ects in the architectural design studio courses at Jordan University and the American University of Madaba,
AUM. It aims to read and review architectural pedagogy and methods employed since the 1980s, hence to
establish a benchmark in the development of architectural thinking and practice within a certain stream that
adopts and adheres to heritage on the one hand, and to detect the specific architectural arena then and there-
after in Jordan on the other hand.

The methodology of this paper relies on the professional academic experience of the authors, as they invoke
case studies they have adopted in teaching at these universities. Students’ assignments aimed to provide
them with the choice and the opportunity to consciously adopt heritage in their design proposals without rul-
ing out modernity, even within a traditional context. Moreover, the assignments examined students’ abilities
to explore the vital relations between form and function, while at the same time integrating other relations
of context/style, value/ meaning and identity in the outcome. In some projects, the students were exposed
to a full course of investigating, drafting and documenting a traditional building, learning and studying in
full detail its particular spatial components and architectural features, beside investigating the history of
the building to understand the evolution of some features within the macro context. While in other projects,
form was a pivotal component to associate the outcome of design with identity and symbolic values within
a harmonious or contrasting local built environment, leaving students with the option to choose and justify
consciously their choice and design decisions. In these projects, the students were expected, at a competitive
level, to understand and research design methods, styles and concepts derived from case studies, and then
apply those in their design. In addition, they were required to show a great deal of ability to create innovative
designs that conciliate between form, function and traditional local context.

In order to shed light on the above, this paper examines three main levels: the context of Jordanian practice
and architecture, to understand the extent to which practice and architects have been integrated into the
academic system and education; the process to reflect on the use and value of heritage and its association
with culture and prevailing socio-cultural themes and concepts; and finally identifying the methods adopted
to enhance the adherence to heritage through architectural education in two universities — Jordan University
and AUM. The time scale for this review was determined due to the significance of this era in developing
many related conceptual thought and the rise of traditional architecture in Jordan.

Key words: Architectural heritage, heritage in education, Jordanian architecture.
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