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Abstract. Over the past decades, Saudi Arabia has witnessed growth due to the rapid urbanization and
population expansion in large cities. As a result of the unbalanced urban growth, which was accompanied
by a delay in the regulation of housing and urban development policies in major cities, the trend of squatter
settlements emerged as a result of the failure of these policies to address low income economic groups. This
trend remains a major challenge for the local planning authorities especially in major cities, such as Mecca.
The aim of this research is to analyze the characteristics of the squatter settlements near Grand Mosque
of Mecca in a way that helps to develop future visions about the decisions of urban development of these
settlements. This paper used theoretical and descriptive analytical methods applied to the case study of
‘Goz AlNakasa’, located at ¥,© kilometers from the Grand Mosque of Mecca. Finally, the results reached
through this paper have emphasized the need for providing comprehensive databases, that include the most
prominent characteristics of squatter settlements in Mecca, thus contributing to achieving accurate results

that support the decision making process of future development of these settlements.
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