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Abstract: Due to population growth and increase in numbers of new families in Saudi Arabia, there is
demand for providing dwelling units (currently approximately 300 thousand units per year), especially for
low and middle-income groups. If solutions to providing affordable and sustainable dwellings are not under-
taken, the housing problem will escalate dramatically and become more difficult to deal with in the future.

Paying adequate attention to affordability and sustainability in the design and construction of required
dwelling units will have a positive quantitative and qualitative impact on Saudi housing situation. This
will help to reduce the dwelling initial cost, raise its life span, conserve water and energy consumption and
ultimately reduce the negative environmental impact of construction. In order to achieve such success,
however, an evaluation mechanism is required to ensure applying the correct and balanced level of
affordability and sustainability. This research aims to develop a framework for evaluating dwelling
units’ affordability and sustainability in the central region of Saudi Arabia.

Key words: Evaluation framework, criteria for affordable and sustainable dwellings, the central region of
Saudi Arabia.






