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Abstract: Urban heritage represents a basic resource of knowledge and provides a platform for discussion
and innovation. The authority of heritage can not be blindly accepted, though its authenticity and relevance
to the present must be recognized.

Different approaches have been pursued to study traditional urban heritage of Saudi Arabia, however,
non of these studies present a livable experiment of heritage in its different stages of development. This
article documents the experience of one of the first generation of Saudi architects and his interaction with
urban heritage. It follows a selective synchronic approach, concentrating on events within the urban envi-
ronment that had shaped and affected the researcher’s experience. The study focuses on people and places
where activities happen within the space of time. It relates researcher’s experience during his early days,
his university and graduate studies stage and his life experience with urban heritage. The time span extends
from late 1950’s to the present.

Areview of the researchers contribution , where he introduced a new paradigm to study Muslim Urban
environment, is presented. This paradigm uses legal opinions and documents from the shari‘ah out of which
a new approach, methodology and a definition of Islamic Architecture and Urban form was developed.

The study shows that in order to comprehend and fully benefit from the built heritage one has to live
and experience that heritage, that personal experiences and narrating these experiences represents original
and primary sources for researchers and that documenting and publishing such material brings to the sci-
entific and intellectual community a primary resource on the Saudi history of architecture and urbanism. It
also provides a platform for studies, analysis and discussions on early stages of urban development in Saudi
Arabia. The great loss Saudi society had suffered socially, culturally, environmentally and economic is as a
neglecting the preservation of Urban heritage is emphasized

Key words: Urban heritage, Preservation, Urban history, Saudi Arabia, Biography.



